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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 5-8, and 11-21 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) over "admitted prior art" from Applicants 1 
specification (pages 1-3 and 11) in view of Reeves et al. (US Pat. 
No. 4,463,043) . 

The "admitted prior art" on pages 1-3 of Applicants' 
specification is a description of pultrusion generally. However, 
as recognized by the Examiner, in this prior art pultrusion 
process, structural elements are not introduced between opposed 
faces of adjacent core elements. 

Regarding independent claim 1, the Examiner cites Reeves et 
al, for teaching the inserting of structural elements between core 
elements to provide a building panel with increased structural 
rigidity and a firebreak. The Examiner also notes that Reeves 
teaches that the structural elements can comprise layers of glass 
cloth, and the structural elements are bonded to the foam cores 
and face skins of the panel using the resin that bonds the face 
skins to the foam cores. 

Reeves, however, relates to a vacuum-assisted molding process 
in which all the components of the building panel are assembled in 
a mold and cured under vacuum. (Col. 8, lines 7-45) Thus, Reeves's 
invention relates to a batch process, which is a fundamentally 
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different type of process than the continuous process of 
pultrusion. Reeves provides no disclosure or suggestion that 
building panels incorporating discrete structural elements can be 
made by a pultrusion process. Reeves further states that the 
disclosed batch molding process "has proved to be an efficient 
method for making the panels without the need for specialized 
equipment." (Col* 8, lines 9-11) 

Merely because structural elements in building panels are 
Jcnown from Reeves does not render it obvious to incorporate such 
structural elements in any and every process that may be used to 
manufacture building panels. A continuous process such as 
pultrusion is considered advantageous in that all the materials 
may be fed continuously into the stream so that they do not have 
to be individually arranged or laid up, as in a batch process. 
This is advantageous where the resulting product has a constant 
cross -section. The intermittent introduction of structural 
elements into a continuous process is, therefore, a break with 
this principle. 

Furthermore, claim 1 as amended recites providing at least 
one structural element comprising a rigidizable element and 
further recites that, in the wetting out step, resin is 
impregnated in the upper and lower face skins and the structural 
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element. Thus, the structural element is not merely fed into the 
continuous stream of the process, but must be iti£>regnated with 
resin as well. As noted in Applicants' specification, special 
process steps typically must^e^undertraken to ensure deeper resin 
impregnation into the structural elements. For example, a less 
viscous resin may be used, the process may be run at a slower 
speed and/or at a higher temperature, and/or vacuum or pressure 
resin assist may be used to ensure that the resin fully 
impregnates the inserted elements. (Applicants' specification, 
page 9, lines 2-8) 

Thus, merely because building panels incorporating a 
structural element are known does not render obvious the presently 
claimed process. Claim 1 and the claims dependent therefrom are 
accordingly believed to be patentable over the "admitted prior 
art" pultrusion process in view of Reeves. 

Regarding claim 19, the Examiner refers to Applicants' 
specification at page 11, lines 15-17, and also to Day, US Fat* 
No. 5,834,032, at col. 8, lines 7-18 > The lines on page 11 state 
that dry- stitched core panels are available, and cite to three 
patents, including Day. However, claim 19 as amended recites that 
the reinforcing stitching is continuously sewn through the cores 
as a part of the claimed method upstream of pulling the sandwich 
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arrangement through the pultrusion process. See Applicants' 
specification at page 11, lines 9-12. The prior art noted by the 
Examiner discloses individual pre-stitched cores. This prior art 
does not disclose or suggest making continuous stitching part of 
the process* Such continuous stitching is advantageous in that 
there is no break in the reinforcing stitching throughout the 
structural element. In contrast, pre-stitched, prefabricated cores 
are available only in certain sizes, which are typically not 
identical to the size of the desired structural element. Thus, a 
plurality of such pre-stitched cores must be assembled, leaving 
breaks in the stitching at the boundary between adjacent cores. 
Accordingly, claim 19 and dependent claim 20 are believed to be 
patentable over the prior art of record as well. 
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In view of the above amendments and remarks, all claims are 
believed to be in condition for allowance, and reconsideration and 
indication thereof are respectfully requested. The Examiner is 
encouraged to telephone the undersigned attorney to discuss any 
matter that would expedite allowance of the present application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JEROME P. PANUCCI ET AL. 



Attorney for Applicants 

WEINGARTEN, SCHURGIN, 

GAGNEBIN & LEBOVICI LLP 
Ten Post Office Square 
Boston, MA 02109 
Telephone: (617) 542-2290 
Telecopier: (617) 451-0313 

BEH/jde/287155 
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In re application of: Jerome P. Fanucci et al. 

Entitled: METHOD FOR INCORPORATING RIGID ELEMENTS INTO THE CORE OF COMPOSITE 
STRUCTURAL MEMBERS IN A PULTRUSION PROCESS 
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